Portuguese Missionary Travellers

him about fifty* years old, as wMte as a Euro-
pean, and " of sagacious intellect," He greeted
them courteously, offered them money, and
was pleased when they declined it; and made
ample arrangements for their lodging while at
Fatepur. A little later a theological contest was
arranged by the Emperor between the Christian
fathers and some Mohammedan mollahs. Such a
dispute could of course have but one ending. A
heated discussion took place, at the end of which
each party considered he had indubitably
proved his case. Akbar listened with courtesy
and attention, and at the close said he was well
pleased with the Christian religion, though
there were some of its mysteries which appeared
to him incomprehensible. After a considerable
stay, the missionaries called on the king to
embrace Christianity and to establish it in his
kingdom; and though the Mogul monarch made
no definite reply, a courtier allowed it to trans-
pire that Akbar only looked upon the friars as a
valuable source of intellectual entertainment,
and had no intention of adopting their doc-
trines. Not unnaturally they were annoyed,
but Akbar's unfailing courtesy and his reverence
for the picture of the Virgin, kept them con-
tinually hopeful. They did not know Akbar as
we know him now. They imagined that the

* There is some discrepancy here. Akbar was twenty-eight at the time of
the friars* first visit. It is possible that he looked considerably older than his
actual age.
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